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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 



Sir: 



Pursuant to 37 C.F.R §§1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, the information identified on the attached 
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT BY APPLICANT, a copy of which information 
is enclosed, may be helpful to the Patent and Trademark Office during examination of the above- 
identified patent application. 

The listing of the information on the attached INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT is not to be construed as an assertion that more pertinent 
information could not possibly be in existence. The order of listing of the information on the 
attached INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT BY APPLICANT should not be 
construed as an indication of the importance of the listed information. The subject matter of the 
information listed on the INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT BY APPLICANT is 
apparent from the disclosure in the cited information. Copies of all the information listed is 
attached. 

The cited information discloses numerous specific features. There has been no attempt to 
list each and every feature disclosed by and in the cited information. The Examiner, however, is 
respectfully requested to review the cited information and determine the materiality of the 
disclosure within the reference relative to the patentability of the subject invention. 



The citation of the information herein is not to be construed as an admission that the 
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disclosure contained in such information is necessarily within the field of endeavor of the subject 
invention, that the disclosure in such cited information is necessarily prior in time to a particular 
date which may be relevant to the instant patent application, and/or that any particular disclosure 
contained in the information is otherwise necessarily prior art as defined by United States patent 
laws with respect to the instant invention and application. 

Respectfully submitted; 




Jdin W.Harbst 
Attorney of Record 

1180 Litchfield Lane 
Bartlett, Illinois 60103 
(630) 289-4839 
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I hereby certify that the attached Information Disclosure Statement and information cited 
therein are being enclosed in an envelope being deposited with the United States Postal service 
with sufficient postage as First Class Mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, 
P.O. Box 1450; Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450, on the date indicated below 





John W. Harbst 



a* 



PTO/SB/08A (08-03) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2006. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
fder the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control numbe r. 



Substitute for form 1449/PTO 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as many sheets as necessary) 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



10/685,608 



FORTUNA, Rudolph S 



3617 



Unknown 



V Sheet I 1 



Attorney Docket Number 



45054.00.053 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 


Number-Kind Code' :{ '* /w " v 




AA 


US- O 4 AO OQR 




r\. watllfJUCII 






AD 
AD 


US- o O/l/l /J HQ 

£,044,4110 


n7/iQ^^ 

Uf / I v7UO 










us_ 2 749 770 


UU/ 1 C3«JD 


R Dnrpv 

VJ. LJ. l/vji oy 






An 


US- o «i in 07fi 


1 1/1 QR^ 


ingrain 






AF 




04/1966 








AF 


us " 3,344,748 


10/1967 


G. B. Dorey 






AG 


us " 3,387,570 


06/1968 


F. C. Pulcrano, et a 






AH 


us - 3,41 5.204 


12/1968 


H. H. Pase 






Al 


us " 3,446,538 


05/1969 


W. M. Danielson 






AJ 


us " 3,682,105 


08/1972 


W. J. Maruiic 






AK 


us " 3,683,820 


08/1972 


W. L. Floehr 






AL 


us " 3,709,152 


01/1973 


J. E. Guthridge 






AM 


us " 3,837,294 


09/1974 


W. L Fossett 






AN 


us - 3,893,398 


07/1975 


R. T. Fischer 






AO 


us- 3,933,100 


01/1976 


R. H. Dugge 






AP 


us - 3,956,996 


05/1976 


R. T. Fischer 






AQ 


us " 4,094,254 


06/1978 


C. J. Koranda 






AR 


us " 4,253,400 


03/1981 


R. T. Fischer, et a! 






AS 


us " 4,256,042 


03/1981 


R. T. Fischer 





FOREIGN PATENT DOCU 


MENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication 
Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
Or Relevant Figures Appear 


T 6 


Country Code 3 "Number 4 "Kind Code 5 (if known) 























































































Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at VAVw.usDto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. 8 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. 

This collection of information. is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an"application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 (1-800-786-9199) and select option 2. 



PTO/SB/08A (08-03) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2006. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control numbe r. 



Substitute for form 1449/PTO 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as many sheets as necessary) 

I 5 5 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



10/685,608 



FORTUNA, Rudolph S. 



3617 



Unknown 



V Sheet I 2 



Attorney Docket Number 



45054.00.053 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 

Pinuroe Annaor 


Number-Kind Code 2 f " trt ° wV 




D A 
DA 


US- A O^O 007 

4,342,267 




D. U. DlOUl 






BB 


us " 5,046,432 


09/1991 


Q I D * rl <-\r 

b. J. bowier 






BC 


u& 5,272,987 


12/1993 


A. L. Lucas 






BD 


us - 5,448,955 


09/1995 


R. H. Dugge, et ai. 






BE 


us " 5,507,235 


U4/ lyyo 


k. n. uugge, ei ai. 






BF 


us " 5,671,684 


09/1997 


A. L. Lucas 






BG 


us - RE 35,925 


10/1998 


J. J. Dohr, et ai. 






BH 


us - 5,829,359 


11/1998 


J. J. Dohr, et al. 






Bl 


us " 6,363,863 


04/2002 


J. J. Dohr 








US- 












US- 












US- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 









FOREIGN PATENT DOCU 


MENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication 
Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
Or Relevant Figures Appear 


T 6 


Country Code 3 "Number '"Kind Code 5 {if known) 























































































Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





'EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 'Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.usoto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call P800-PTO-9199 (1-800-786-9199) and select option 2. 



